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Overview

Denver Metro City Design Competition:

• What: Architectural Design Competition

• Topic: Pocket Neighborhoods

• Who: Students Grade 12 and Under

• When: February 22, 2014

• Where: Arapahoe Community College in Littleton

• Cost: Free

• Prizes: College $, iPad, Job shadow architect, software 

http://humanlifeproject.com/DesignCompetition.htm

Act-3D

Ross Chapin Architects

Alamo Draft House

Janice Blanchard
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Thank You to our Sponsors

Act-3D

Ross Chapin Architects

Alamo Draft 
House

Janice Blanchard
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Thank You to Our Judges and 
Keynote Speaker

• Peggy Cole, Council member from City of Littleton

• Chris Horton, City of Castle Rock planning commissioner

• Matt Burde, City of Golden planning commissioner

• Greg Houston, Architect and ACC Architecture Department

• Rich von Luhrte, Architect and principle of large 

architectural firm, RNL

• Janice Blanchard (keynote speaker), Consultant and 

expert in aging and “social software”

Janice with People’s Choice 
Winners
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Program Summary

• Individual or team entries were allowed

• Design a Pocket Neighborhood on 1 acre site

• Minimum 6 houses total

• Minimum 2 family sized houses

• Minimum 2 older adult houses (no steps, all basic living on 1st floor)

• Minimum 2 sustainable features

• Submission Requirements

• 1 board 20”x30”

• 3D Computer Model and/or Physical Model

• Narrative description



Pocket Neighborhoods

Ross Chapin Examples  

Ross Chapin Architecture

http://pocket-neighborhoods.net
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Super Fun Category
(not judged)
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Fun Category
(4 houses on ½ acre requirement)

3rd Place

2nd Place and 
People’s Choice

1st Place Team1st Place Team
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Fun Category: Honorable Mention
Gianna Burch, 2nd grade, home schooled, Littleton 

Fountain

Play House

Pool

Trampoline

Garden
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Fun Category: Honorable Mention
Adam Richardson, 3rd grade, Bill Roberts Elementary, Denver

Fire Pit, Community 
Gathering

Large Screen 
for Movies

Dining Tables, 
Community Gathering

BBQ Lighting
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Fun Category: 3rd Place
Colette Burch, 6th grade, home schooled, Littleton

Zip Line Sandbox

Carports

Big Pool

Quiet Place CarportsCarport

Kid Pool Trampoline
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Fun Category: 2nd Place
Jack Martin, 6th grade, All Souls Catholic School, Englewood

Fire Pit

BBQ

Tree House
Garden

Basketball

Picnic

Hot Tub
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Fun Category: 1st Place
Luke Archibald & Tanner Amman, 6th grade, All Souls Catholic School, 

Englewood

Fire Pit

BBQ

Pond

Tennis & 
Basketball

Swing 
& Slide

Hot Tub Garden
Chess Board 

Under Canopy

Open 
Play



14

Scholarship Category
(Min. 6 houses on 1 acre)

3rd PlaceHonorable Mention 
and People’s Choice

2nd Place (Team Rep)

1st Place

Honorable 
Mention
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Scholarship: Honorable Mention
Simon Bertron, 11th grade, Denver East HS, Denver

Private 
Space

Garden

Private 
Space

Solar 
Panels

Solar 
Panels

Gathering
Space

Composting
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Scholarship: Honorable Mention
Simon Bertron, 11th grade, Denver East HS, Denver

…

Informal Winner: Best Narrative
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Honor Mention & People’s Choice
Riley Blanchard, 11th grade, Home School, Littleton

Play 
Space

Solar 
PanelsCommunity 

Gathering

Food 
Garden

Food 
Garden

Solar 
Panels

Community 
Resources

Space Saving 
Duplex

Rooftop 
Garden
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Honor Mention & People’s Choice
Riley Blanchard, 11th grade, Home School, Littleton

Community 
Gathering

Community 
Resources

Chicken Coop

Compost

Greenhouse

ShedGazebo

Grill

Tables

Swing Set
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Honor Mention & People’s Choice
Riley Blanchard, 11th grade, Home School, Littleton

- Space Saving Duplex

- Shared wall = garage wall

- Minimizes sound transfer

- Still feels like single family

- Landscaped stairs to garage roof

- Additional planting beds   
along stairs

- Additional usable space on 
top of garage roof

Garage Front Garage Back

Informal Winner: Most Creative Idea 
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Scholarship: 3rd Place
Paul Trainor, 7th grade, home school, Parker

9 House 
Site!

Consolidated 
Parking

Consolidated 
Parking

Garden

Gazebo

Play SetBasketball

Solar 
Panels

Bike 
Racks

Informal Winner: Best Density 
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Scholarship: 2nd Place
Wesley Gaskill, Ben Lin, Nhi Ma, Jacques Mcleau, Diego Ramirez, Golden HS

Etched board was visually striking
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Scholarship: 2nd Place
Wesley Gaskill, Ben Lin, Nhi Ma, Jacques Mcleau, Diego Ramirez, Golden HS
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Scholarship: 1st Place
Cole Hancock, 9th grade, Heritage HS, Littleton

3D board was 
visually striking
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Scholarship: 1st Place
Cole Hancock, 9th grade, Heritage HS, Littleton

Compost

Solar Panels Fruit Trees

Grey Water

Consolidated Parking Community Room
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Scholarship: 1st Place
Cole Hancock, 9th grade, Heritage HS, Littleton
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Going Forward

• 2014-15 Design Competition

• Let us know of your ideas for next year’s competition

• For example:

• Integrating food growing into a building such as a grocery store or restaurant

• Design a family friendly restaurant

• ...

• Send Ideas to: staff@humanlifeproject.com

• Let us know if a group (government, professional, church, etc.) would 

be interested in seeing a presentation of the winning results

• Send feedback to staff@humanlifeproject.com

• Let people know about the design competition !!



Jennifer Ranville, Founder of HLP and Architect

Scott Ranville, President of HLP

Human Life Project®

www.humanlifeproject.com

Denver Metro City Design Competition

Thank You


